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Your Thoughts
You don’t have to wait for the first community workshop to participate. Start now! SmartCharlotte2050.com
provides an opportunity for you to help focus the presentations for the July Visioning Workshop.

The following comments were transcribed directly from online survey responses.

Q1: What needs to be considered in preparing for the future of Charlotte County?

Prosperity of our citizens

Conserve & Protect our current resources for future generations. The Creation of the Lemon Bay / Myakka
Trail Scenic Highway (SR-776, CR-771 & CR-775) was a great start. Let's be proactive about it and save what
we have from over-development into a 'concrete corridor' like US-41.

The most important thing in my view is to have a beautification process including laws that make
homeowners responsible for keeping their homes and yards clean and well groomed.

infrastructure, before development

Alternate economic mainstays other than land development. We must preserve our paradise and not allow
it to be plundered. We need to build only replacements concentrating on sustainably green living. We
should slow down. Put much lower speed limits on our roads. This will allow us to use smaller vehicles that
are powered by electricity rather than gasoline. This technology exists, if everyone slows down, our
roadways will be safer, and our air cleaner . This would be a small sacrifice by many to the benefit of us all.
Leave the high speed limits to the interstates and state roads in rural areas.

Schools to accommodate projected growth

Infrastructure needs , comprehensive sewer plan in designated area, improved retention of stormwater
Water, sewers, schools, roads

Manage and properly develop the needed infrastructure.

Financial constraints and identifying new sources of revenues. Completing basic infrastructure in the
existing urban area.

providing Central sewage systems, building good educational facilities, protecting our surface waters from
non-point source pollution, ensuring continued freshwater flows in the Peace River, preventing urban
sprawl by requiring the reuse/rebuilding of existing strip malls before impacting natural areas, providing for
smooth traffic flow as population growth occurs, increased law enforcement as population growth occurs,
quality education, economic stability, quality of life, ensure a minimum of green space and natural areas,
require stormwater infrastructure to protect water quality, require county wide central sewage treatment,
require county wide reuse water service, also to promote environmentally compatible development.

Clean water, managed septic/sewer programs. Health care for the aging population. Good jobs with decent
pay and benefits. Increased industry to provide these jobs.

Q2: What are the key questions or issues that you believe are facing Charlotte County in general regarding the
future of development within the County?

Active and positive action to attract business and good jobs

Conserve & Protect our current resources for future generations. The Creation of the Lemon Bay / Myakka
Trail Scenic Highway (SR-776, CR-771 & CR-775) was a great start. Let's be proactive about it and save what
we have from over-development into a 'concrete corridor' like US-41.

Cities that draw new business and community members entice business through tax breaks and credits,
special benefits and community support. Homeowners are enticed by clean and well manicured streets and
shopping areas. Tamiami Trail is a good example. It is filled with junky shopping areas, pawn shops and
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other less palatable businesses. We need to look and act like a community that wants to bring more people
into it.

infrastructure, before development

We need to be unique among the communities on the Florida Coast. Not allowing development to over
populate us further. This will offer us a chance to provide an un=crowded more pristine vacationing area
that does not need to compete with the steel glass and pavement jungles that our neighboring communities
are becoming. We could focus more on promoting our natural resources and our laid back lifestyle. People
could come down here for relaxation.

need industry

Water and Sewer

Enticing employers to set up businesses here. We need a steady growth in jobs

Limited large tracks of vacant land in the urban area to allow for employment center development

Clean water for drinking, bathing, leisure. Includes the issue of human contaminants from septic and sewer
systems.

Better hospitals and physicians. Availability of good jobs that will support families.

Q3: What are the unique characteristics in Charlotte County that need to be understood? (Environmental, social,
political, economic, etc.) How could the Comprehensive Plan address these issue areas more effectively?

All of the above are important. Each should be balanced with the others.

Our intrinsic resources need to be protected. Historic, Cultural, Scenic Views, & Natural.

The county has a large senior population. More community services for these seniors such as bus services
running all day, community activities that are enjoyable and easy for them to attend and a solid service
industry to meet their needs.

lack of affordable housing, zoning

our current low population density needs to be maintained and made greener. The Comp Plan should
reflect that we are going to perfect what we already have instead of planning to build developers dreams of
yet another Sarasota or Orlando. We already have the key raw material, all we need to do is to use the
comp plan to execute.

Provide economic growth attract companies other than construction related industries,

Environmental and economic

The sprawling growth did not allow for the needed storm water management, sewer, and potable water
lines to be installed. The lack of those caused damage to the environment.

Scrub Jays, platted lots, previous deed restrictions that are difficult to remove

Soil allows human contaminants to drain into the lakes, rivers and Gulf. Need to manage septics and plan
for sewers.

Aging population with diverse health care needs.

Need for more industry to provide good jobs.

Q4: Do you have any specific expectations about this update to the Comprehensive Plan, i.e., any specific policy or
policies that you think should/should not be affected?

Zoning should encourage new construction, new businesses.

The LBMT should be adopted into the comp plan. This project started about 5 years ago by the county and
in February of 2008 the State of Florida has 'designated' it to be a Scenic Highway. With this designation
Federal, State and other Grants are available to implement improvements along the roadways for future
enjoyment for Local Residents and Tourists alike.
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I've lived in cities that have enforced ordinances against such things as using your yard as a parking lot or
junk yard or even allowing your house to look run down and unkempt. These communities tend to lure folks
that enjoy surrounding themselves with culture and beauty.

once the plan is place there should not be any reason to change just because a developer wants to. we are
now living with what was put in place by the large development companies of the 60's what a mess they
left. | hope we can do better

We should have a policy of reducing growth . The review of future developments should be much more
concerned with asking the question, "is the existing infrastructure in good condition there to support this
growth?" There are currently a great many unresolved infrastructure problem that if they are un-addressed
will lead to very significant challenges and costs in the future. We should not try to build our way out of the
current economic crisis.

County wide movement to improve water quality

Sewering properties, especially on waterways

Implementing the goals of Smart Growth and Sustainable development in the Comp Plan

It is essential that the previous plan be reviewed and carried out. Elements of the 2000 plan have never
been implemented; there is no value in planning if we do not execute the plan. One item concerns the
managed septic system. This needs to be implemented countywide to protect the Peace River, ground
water, and the Gulf.

Find incentives to attract industry that would bring good jobs; this goes far beyond just the construction
industry.

Find creative solutions to attracting good medical providers.
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